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REPORT* 


ORGANIZATION. 

The  Committee  was  organized  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
as  follows  : 

J.  Mason  Evekett,  Gliairman^  Wm.  H.  Little,  Secre- 
tary. 

J.  Mason  Evekett,  Wm.  H.  Little,  and  E.  Capen, 
succeeded  by  T.  E.  Grover,  Committee  on  Text  Boohs. 

Suh  Committees : 

District  No.  1,  Geo.  F.  Sumner. 

“ “ 2,  Isaac  Horton. 

“ “ 3,  Wm.  H.  Little. 

“ “4,  Jesse  Fenno. 

“ “ 5,  Geo.  E.  Downes. 

“ “ 6,  Jos.  W.  Wattles. 

“ “ 7,  Charles  Ellis. 

High  School,  J.  Mason  Everett. 

D.  C.  F.  Ellis  was  subsequently  appointed  agent  for  the 
sale  of  School-Books. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  amount  appropriated  by  the  Town  for 
teaching,  fuel  and  care  of  school-rooms,  was  . . $9000.00 

Received  from  State  (School  Fund,)  . . . 271.70 

“ “ County,  (Dog  licenses,)  . . 434.34 

Total,  $9,706.04 

The  amount  paid  for  teaching  is  . $8509.40 

For  fuel  and  care  of  school  rooms,  . 902.86 

Due  and  unpaid,  about 250.00  $9,662.26 


Balance  unexpended. 


$43.78 


4 


The  amount  appropriated  for  repairs, 
incidentals  and  supplies,  was,  . . . $1,250.00 

Amount  paid  for  same,  including  Appa- 
ratus for  High  School,  . . . $1,003.35 

Due  and  unpaid,  about  . . . 125.00  1.128.35 


Balance  unexpended. 


$121.65 


The  amount  appropriated 
Schools,  was 

Paid  for  Evening  Schools, 
Due  and  unpaid,  about 

Balance  unexpended, 

ESTIMATES 


Evening 

$500.00 

$270.11 
122.00  $392.11 


$107.89 

FOR  1873. 


Teaching,  Fuel  and  care  of  School  rooms,  . $10,000.00 
Repairs,  Incidentals  and  Supplies,  . . 1.000.00 

Evening  Schools,  . . . . . - 500.00 


TEACHERS. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  teachers  employed  , during 
the  year : 


High  School. 


J.  F.  Casey,  A.  M.,  succeeded  by  Frank  M.  Wilkins, 
A.  B.,  Principals ; Miss  Lydia  J.  Pearce,  succeeded  by  Miss 
Mary  L.  Prescott,  Assistants. 

District  No.  1. 

Grammar. — Mr.  Geo.  W.  Capen ; Primary. — Miss  Char- 
lotte Tucker. 

District  No.  2. 

Mixed. — Miss  Ellen  McKendry,  succeeded  by  Miss  Nellie 
M.  Nute. 
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District  No.  3. 

Grammar, — Miss  Maria  T.  Delano. 

Intermediate. — Miss  Alice  H.  Lowrey. 

’ind  Intermediate. — Miss  Eliza  A.  French,  succeeded  by 
Miss  Lucie  A.  Hall. 

1st.  Primary. — Miss  Louise  Bronsdou,  succeeded  by 
Miss  Lavinia  F.  Pitcher. 

2nc^.  Primary. — Miss  Lucie  A.  Hall,  succeeded  by  Miss 
Mary  E.  Kyder. 

?>rd.  Primary. — Miss  Eldora  A.  Drake. 

Hh.  Primary. — Miss  Mariella  F.  Howes. 

District  No.  4. 

Mixed. — Miss  S.  Jennie  Deane. 

District  No.  5. 

Mixed. — Mrs.  Emma  F.  Gould. 

District  No.  6. 

Grammar. — Mr.  Jeremiah  E.  Earle  ; Primary. — Miss  E. 
Florence  Faunce. 

District  No.  7. 

Intermediate. — Mrs.  Abby  J.  Snow ; Primary. — Miss  Ida 
George,  succeeded  by  Miss  S.  E.  Gould. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Admissions  to  the  High  School  have  been  as  follows  : 
From  No.  1,  Grammar  School,  - - - - 6 

“ No.  3,  “ “ _ - . _ 6 

“ No.  6,  “ “ - - - - 0 
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Graduates. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  the  High  School  took  place 
July  2,  and  Diplomas  were  granted  to  the  following  named 
graduates  ; 

Emma  Poelien  Bense,  Maria  Louisa  Brooks, 

Thomas  Edward  Griffin,  George  Nathaniel  Sumner, 

Fred.  Walter  Sumner. 

A set  of  Philosophical  Apparatus  has  been  purchased  for 
the  High  School,  and  Globes  have  been  furnished  to  the 
other  schools  in  town.  A need  long  felt  has  thus  been  sup- 
plied, and  your  committee  hope  for  excellent  results  in 
renewed  interest  and  greater  zeal  on  the  part  of  both  teach- 
ers and  pupils. 

DRAWING. 

Drawing  has  now  been  taught  in  our  schools  for  two  years 
and  Avith  but  indifferent  success.  The  utility  of  this  branch 
of  education  will  hardly  be  questioned  by  any  Avho  Avill 
consider  what  an  advantage  it  must  be  to  any  one,  whatever 
be  his  vocation,  to  be  able  Avith  ease  and  accuracy  to  illustrate 
his  meaning  by  clothing  his  ideas  in  visible  forms.  To  the 
operative  in  our  mills,  the  machinist  in  our  shops,  and  the 
teacher  in  our  schools,  this  must  give  an  added  power,  and 
to  every  one  who  possesses  it  an  added  culture. 

The  Statute  adding  draAving  to  the  list  of  required  studies 
found  the  great  majority  of  teachers  unqualified  by  any  pre- 
vious training  to  give  instruction  in  it.  An  effort  was  made 
by  your  committee  to  obviate  this  difficulty  by  placing  in  the 
hands  of  the  teacher  a little  text-book,  called  the  “Teach- 
er's Guide,”  by  studying  Avhich  it  was  hoped  they  would  be 
able  to  teach  to  some  advantage.  The  result  has  been  per- 
haps all  that  could  reasonably  have  been  expected  from  such 
a method,  though  far  from  satisfactory.  In  other  towns  where 
the  same  course  has  been  pursued  the  same  results  have  fol- 
loAved,  so  far  as  your  committee  are  aware  of  the  facts.  The 
ex|3erience  of  towns  Avhere  a special  teacher  of  drawing  has 
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been  employed  to  visit  all  the  schools  at  stated  intervals,  and 
take  exclusive  charge  of  this  branch  of  instruction,  your 
committee  believe  has  also  proved  unsatisfactory,  the  expense 
being  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  success  attained.  A judicious 
combination  of  these  two  methods,  however,  has  proved  in 
many  towns,  and  especially  in  Boston,  a marked  success.  A 
competent  instructor  is  employed  to  meet  the  teachers  at 
stated  intervals,  and  train  them  in  the  art,  and  the  best  meth- 
ods of  instruction,  and  the  teachers  are  required  to  reproduce 
in  their  schools  the  lessons  received  by  them.  This  method, 
stamped  with  the  approval  of  those  who  have  tried  it  and 
commending  itself  as  it  does  to  the  judgment  of  your  com- 
mittee, they  recommend  should  be  adopted  in  this  town,  and 
they  have  added  $500.  to  the  estimate  for  1873,  to  enable 
them  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  ranks  of  your  committee  were  in- 
vaded and  the  senior  member,  both  in  years  and  service, 
was  removed  by  the  hand  of  death.  Ezekiel  Capen  first 
came  to  reside  in  Canton,  more  than  thirty  years  ago  in  the 
capacity  of  teacher  in  one  of  our  schools,  and  from 
1849  until  the  day  of  his  death,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years,  1853,  1854  and  1855,  was  a member  of  this  board, 
and  for  many  years  its  chairman.  He  was  a constant  attend- 
ant at  the  meetings  of  the  board,  often  being  present  when 
his  frail  physical  condition  would  have  been  a sufficient  ex- 
cuse for  absence  to  one  less  zealous  and  conscientious  than 
he,  and  to  his  quiet  energy,  his  sound  judgment  and  excellent 
common  sense,  is  largely  due  whatever  of  success  has  attend- 
ed the  management  of  our  schools.  With  mingled  feelings 
of  gratitude  for  his  character  and  worth  as  a citizen,  an  edu- 
cator and  a man,  and  of  sorrow,  that  the  places  that  once 
knew  him  so  well  shall  know  him  no  more  forever,  we  place 
upon  record  this  tribute  to  his  memoiy. 
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The  vacancy  in  the  board,  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Capen,  was  filled  in  joint  convention  of  the  Selectmen  and 
School  Committee,  by  the  choice  of  T.  E.  Grovek. 

The  report  of  the  SuiDerintendent  of  Schools,  hereto  an- 
nexed, is  commended  to  your  careful  attention. 


,J.  Mason  Everett, 
T.  E.  Grover, 
Isaac  Horton, 

Geo.  F.  Sibiner, 
Jesse  Fenno, 

Wm.  H.  Little, 

J.  W.  Wattles, 
Geo.  E.  Downes, 
Chas.  Ellis, 


> School  Committee, 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent. 


Gentlemen  of  the  School  Committee  : 

It  again  becomes  my  duty  to  present  you  with 
a detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of 
Canton.  In  this  report  I shall  direct  your  attention  to  their 
general  character,  without  attempting  to  point  out  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  each  school.  There  have  been  fail- 
ures, in  a few  instances,  during  the  past  year,  but  taken 
together,  our  schools  have  been  as  successful  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. It  might  be  said,  I think,  that  unless  there  should 
be  an  extensive  general  improvement  and  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  or  unless  the  system  upon  which  our  schools 
are  conducted  should  undergo  some  change,  they  will  remain 
in  about  the  same  relative  condition  as  they  now  are.  We 
compel,  by  our  appropriations  and  management,  success  in 
them,  to  a certain  degree.  Those  teachers  who  fall  below 
our  requirements  are  soon  rejected,  while  those,  except  in 
cases  where  private  interest  gives  us  a little  advantage,  who 
are  capable  of  doing  more  than  we  demand  are  enticed  to 
other  fields.  To  make  our  schools  better,  and  to  increase 
their  efficiency  so  that  they  may  meet  the  wants  of  the  town, 
with  its  constantly  growing  wealth  and  population,  will  re- 
quire larger  appropriations,  the  employment  of  more  teach- 
ers, and  in  some  districts  greater  accommodations.  In  the 
course  of  instruction  too,  the  means  should  be  adapted  to  the 
ends  desired.  Teaching  drawing  for  instance,  in  this  town, 
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has  proved  as -yet,  almost  a total  failure,  entirely  so,  perhaps, 
if  one  or  two  schools  be  excepted.  One  great  reason  for  this 
failure  is,  because  the  teachers  are  as  ignorant  of  the  subject 
as  the  pupils  themselves.  If  drawing  is  taught,  a thoroughly 
competent  person  should  be  employed.  Our  teachers  for 
the  most  part  are  faithful  and  efficient,  but  they  cannot  teach 
every  branch  of  science  and  of  art.  We  have  at  best  a great 
deal  of  sham  instruction ; teachers  that  become  mere  ma- 
chines for  hearing  recitations,  teaching  what  they  imperfectly 
understand,  and  trying  to  make  their  manuals  and  text  books, 
prepared  b}^  men  who  write  not  from  knowledge,  but  as  a 
trade,  supply  their  deficiency. 

During  the  past  year  some  changes  have  taken  place  among 
the  teachers.  One  of  the  best.  Miss  Ellen  McKendry,  in 
No.  2,  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Nellie  M.  Nute. 
In  No.  3,  Miss  Lavinia  E.  Pitcher  was  engaged  in  place  of 
Miss  Louise  Bronsdon,  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Kyder  was  elected 
to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  third  primary  department,  caused  by 
the  promotion  of  Miss  Lucie  A.  Hall  to  the  intermediate. 
The  first  primary  department,  now  the  second  intermediate, 
was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Eliza  A.  French,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  but  Miss  French  resigned,  after  teaching  a 
few.  weeks,  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  Miss  Marion  Endi- 
cott  was  engaged  as  substitute.  In  the  primary  department 
in  No.  7,  Miss  Ida  George  resigned,  and  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Gould  was  appointed  in  her  place. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  winter  term  the  school  in  No. 
3,  was  entirely  remodelled.  This  school  had  heretofore  been 
divided  into  seven  grades,  five  primary,  one  intermediate, 
and  one  o-rammar.  Under  this  arrangement  much  of  the 
scholars’  time  was  wasted.  VTe  had  many  of  the  evils  of  the 
old  district  system  without  its  advantages.  A child  was  ordi- 
narily from  four  to  five  years  passing  through  six  grades, 
during  which  time  he  was  under  the  instruction  of  eight  or 
ten  difierent  teachers.  Originally  there  were,  I suppose, 
two  schools  in  the  district,  but  as  the  number  of  pupils  grew 


larger,  other  schools  were  established,  without  much  re- 
gard to  grading  or  system,  and  the  whole  presented 
the  appearance  of  a house  one  occasionally  sees,  where 
the  owner  has  put  on  one  addition  after  another  as  his  means 
or  family  increased,  till  the  structure  has  lost  its  proportion, 
and  has  neither  beauty  nor  convenience  to  recommend  it. 

Acting  under  your  direction,  Mr.  Little,  sub-committee, 
and  your  superintendent,  divided  the  school  into  four  grades 
instead  of  seven,  making  two  divisions  each  of  the  first  pri- 
mary, second  primary,  and  intermediate,  and  one  grammar 
department.  The  schools  of  the  same  grade  were  made  as 
nearly  equal  as  possible,  both  in  regard  to  the  number  and 
the  qualifications  of  the  pupils. 

Another  teacher  will  soon  be  required  in  this  district,  and 
also  in  No  6.  In  fact  a great  fault  in  most  of  onr  schools,  is 
that  there  are  too  large  classes  and  too  few  teachers.  The 
houses  will  also  have  to  be  enlarged  to  provide  necessary 
accomodations. 

The  grammar  school  in  No.  3 is  much  smaller  than  it 
should  be,  averaging  about  twenty-five  pupils,  Avhen  it  ought 
to  number  a hundred.  This  school  is  made  up  of  scholars 
from  3 and  7.  The  whole  number  of  children  attending 
school  in  these  districts  is  425,  of  Avhom  313  are  from  No.  3, 
and  112  from  No.  7.  About  five  per  cent,  of  these  attend 
the  grammar  school.  In  No.  6,  about  thirty  per  cent,  of 
the  Avhole  number  attend  the  grammar  school,  and  in  No.  1, 
the  per  cent,  is  still  larger. 

j\Ir.  John  F.  Casey,  Avho  had  ably  and  faithfully  filled  the 
position  of  principal  in  our  High  School  for  nearly  three 
years,  resigned  soon  after  the  winter  term  commenced,  to 
accept  a situation  in  the  English  High  School,  Boston.  Mr. 
Casey  is  a thorough  scholar,  and  gave  entire  satisfaction  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties  Avhile  Avith  us.  He  Avas  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Frank  M.  Wilkins.  Miss  Lydia  L.  Pearce, 
assistant,  also  resigned  and  Avas  succeeded  by  Miss  Mary  L. 
Prescott. 
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The  High  School  is  in  quite  a satisfactory  condition. 
It  must  he  rememhered,  hoAvcver,  that  the  vital  Avork  is 
done  in  the  elementary  schools,  and  that  the  high  school 
is  the  natural  product  of  the  graded  school  system,  de- 
pending in  a great  measure  for  its  success  upon  the 
thoroughness  of  instruction  in  the  lower  schools.  There 
is  a tendency  to  regard  these  schools  as  mere  sources 
of  supply  for  the  high* school,  but  by  far  the  larger  number 
of  pupils  step  into  the  active  duties  of  life  directly  from  the 
lower  schools,  and  they  should  provide  a course  of  study  and 
instruction  that  Avill  be  of  the  most  benefit  to  this  large 
class.  ' 

The  Evening  Schools  are  doing  a good  work,  in  furnishing 
means  of  education  to  a class  of  persons  whose  necessary  oc- 
cupation prevents  them  from  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the 
ordinary  public  schools.  They  Avill  gradually  come  to  be 
reckoned  a necessary  part  of  the  school  system,  and  the  im- 
portanee  of  sustaining  them  more  fully  appreciated.  But 
little  comparatively  can  be  accomplished  in  them  by  two  ses- 
sions a week,  from  November  to  April,  of  tAvo  hours  each.  I 
would  recommend  a sufficient  appropriation  to  proAude  three 
sessions  a week. 

The  High  School  has  been  partially  supplied  Avith  appara- 
tus purchased  under  your  direction,  and  more  is  needed.  This 
school  is  also  in  need  of  books  of  reference.  All  the  other 
schools  have  been  furnished  with  globes,  and  judging  from 
the  appearance  some  of  them,  exhibit  after  three  weeks’ 
use,  the  children’s  knoAvledge  of  geography  must  ha\"e  won- 
derfully increased. 

The  houses  are  in  very  good  condition,  but  some  of  them 
could  be  rendered  more  attractive  by  setting  out  trees  and 
arranging  the  grounds  properly.  There^is  a closer  connec- 
tion between  taste  and  morals  than  many  suppose. 

I presume  the  importance  of  our  public  schools  is  well  un- 
derstood, but  perhaps  we  are  a little  too  proud  of  our  success. 
They  are  not  in  all  respects  what  they  should  be,  and  much 


improvement  will  have  to  be  made  in  them  before  they  will 
accomplish  all  the  good  they  are  capable  of.  The  best 
interests  of  the  community  require  that  children  should  be 
kept  longer  at  school,  and  schools  to  teach  trades  should  be 
established  by  the  State.  All  the  children  can  not  make 
scholars,  and  the  hand  should  be  educated  as  well  as  the 
brain.  We  are  not  too  well  off  in  either  respect.  The  U.  S. 
census  of  1870,  presented  the  fact  that  nearly  one  tenth  part 
of  the  population  of  this  town  could  not  write  their  names.  But 
the  mere  ability  to  read  and  write  with  difficulty  gives  a per- 
son no  considerable  advantage  as  to  power  or  character. 
Enough  of  culture  must  be  added  to  make  the  man  interested 
in  the  gaining  of  knowledge.  More  than  half  the  children 
leave  school  before  they  have  mastered  the  rudiments  of 
written  arithmetic.  The  education  such  children  receive  is 
better  than  none  at  all,  but  can  not  be  of  great  value  unless 
they  pursue  their  studies  after  leaving  school,  which  is  seldom 
the  case.  The  public  have  a direct  interest  in  the  education 
of  every  child,  and  the  general  welfare  demands  that  our 
schools  be  liberally  sustained,  and  every  means  furnished 
that  they  may  fully  achieve  all  that  is  expected  of  them. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

T.  E.  GROVEE, 

Sup’t  or  Public  Schools. 

Canton,  March,  3,  1872. 


At  a meeting  of  the  School  Committee  of  Canton,  held 
March  17,  1873,  the  foregoing  reports  were  presented  and 
adopted  as  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee. 

Attest,  W.  H.  LITTLE,  Secretary. 


Whole  number  of  children  May  1,  1872,  between  ages  of  5 and  15,  8G5. 
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in  Months. 
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Amount  paid  for 
Teaching. 
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Amount  paid  for  repairs 
and  incidentals. 
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EVENING  SCHOOLS 


TEACHERS. 

Districts.  j 

Whole  Number. 

Average  Attendance. 

Age  of  oldest. 

Number  of  Sessions.* 

Amount  paid  for 
Teaching. 

Other  expenses. 

Due  and  unpaid.* 

Fkank  M.  Wilkins. 
Frederic  Endicott.  ) 
A.  H.  Lowrey,Ass’t.  S 
J.  E.  Earle.  ) 

E.  F.  Faunce,  Ass’t.  \ 

1 

3 

6 

25 

63 

74 

16 

27 

34 

40 

17 

21 

35 

36 

35 

po.oo 

78.50 

96.00 

J^l.54 

12.93 

21.14 

162 

77 

106 

*P34.50 

P5.61 

^122. 

* To  April  1,  1873. 


